AT DHUFAR

weakness rather than admired him for his benevolence,
so that he died unregretted by good men, leaving to his
successor - the present admirable incumbent - whose guest
I was for the moment, the task of re-establishing that
authority which he had so supinely relinquished,

As I stood on the old battlements reconstituting in my
imagination scenes such as these, horses were brought for
me to the gateway below from the Court stables - the only
specimens of their kind to be found within three hundred
miles. They were selected from a dozen or so which the
Sultan has brought from time to time, for he was much
attached to Dhufar, its gazelle-hunting and hawking, and
spent more than one summer there during my term of
office.

To-day I was riding out to Salala to call on Sa'ad bin
Abdul 'Aziz, the wealthiest merchant in the place, a man
of humble and obscure parentage, as the Arab merchant
prince often is. Our way lay past the tiny bazaar, out of
the town gateway, and through a deep coco-nut grove (in
Dhufar the coco-nut palm takes the place of the date palm
found elsewhere in Arabia) on through fields of cotton
and indigo and so across the strip of plain that fronts
Salala town. Imposing indeed are the lofty many-storeyed
houses of dazzling whiteness - the stone hewn from the
plain where they stand - the ornamentation1 giving them
a semblance of dignified age which accords ill with the

1 A typical feature of the large houses and the mosques is this roof
ornamentation called tabashir; it will be found at the corners of the roof
and at intervals along the sides. Its stepped design recalls the Nabatean
ornament at Petra and Mada'in Salih* I was told that it is met with in
Makalla and Sheher and elsewhere in the Hadhramaut, but I have not
met with it in Muscat or Oman.
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